Index finger salvage with replantation and revascularization: revisiting conventional wisdom.
Replantation/revascularization of severely injured single digits is controversial, especially at the index position. Conventional wisdom is that these digits if salvaged will ultimately worsen residual hand function and they should be amputated. Twenty-eight cases of such index salvages were reviewed to test this hypothesis. Five cases involved children and were excluded. Twenty-three replants/revascularizations survived (100%). Total active motion was 170 degrees in zone 1, and 133 degrees for zone 2 injuries. Patient satisfaction was high in all cases. In selected cases, salvage of severely injured and amputated index fingers has the potential for satisfying survival and functional results and dogmatic treatment with completion amputation should be avoided.